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INTELLIGENCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


PR OPOSED NSC ID 1 6 AND ADVISORY COMMITT EE ON 
FOREIGN LANGUAG E PUBLICATIONS 


1* From time "to time during the last five years the subject 
of the establishment of an NSCID for the handling of foreign language 
publications has been in discussion among the IAC agencies. 

2. In part, as a result of a recent EIC report on foreign 
language publications, CIA has given further consideration to the 
matter and proposes for interagency discussion at the staff level 
txie attached draft NSCID lb and terms of reference for an advisory 
committee on the subject. There will be noted in an attachment to 
the draft an analysis of the effects, it is believed, it would have 
upon the current operations of the various agencies, 

3. It would be appreciated if the agencies would send 
representatives to meet in my office, Room 1128 M Building, on 
8 January 1953 at 2:30 P, M. to discuss this proposal. 


JAMES Q, REBER 
Secretary 
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PROPOSED NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL INTELLIGENCE DIRECTIVE NO, 1 6 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 102 of the National 
Security Act of 19V7, as amended, and for the purposes enunciated 
in paragraphs (d) and (e) thereof, the National Security Council 
hereby authorizes and directs that: 

1. The Director of Central Intelligence shall insure the 
coordination of the procurement of foreign language publications 
for intelligence purposes. 

2. The Director of Central Intelligence shall provide, 
as a primary responsibility, for the following services to 
the IAC agencies: 

a. Preparing and disseminating English language 
excerpts, summaries, abstracts, and compilations from 
foreign language publications. 

b. Developing and maintaining indexes, accession 
lists, and reference services regarding foreign language 
publications of intelligence interest. 

c. Insure the coordination of the above activities, 
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as well as the coordination of translation services, with 
similar activities maintained by the intelligence agencies 
in accordance with their needs. 

3. The intelligence agencies of the Government shall 
make available to the Director of Central Intelligence, upon 
request, foreign language publications in their possession. 
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TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON 
"FOREIGN LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS" (PROPOSED NSC ID l6 ) 

The Advisory Committee on Foreign Language Publications, 
composed of a representative from each IAC agency with a CIA 
representative serving as chairman, will assist the DCI in the 
implementation of liSCID 1 6 as follows: 

1. Advise with regard to the services performed as a 
primary responsibility under RSCID 1 6 better to meet IAC 
needs . 

2. Recommend to CIA priorities in the abstracting of 
foreign language publications . 

3. Advise CIA regarding the activities of the member 
agencies in the field of abstracting and translating foreign 
language publications . 

4. Advise CIA regarding publication procurement needs 
of the member agencies in order that CIA can ensure the co- 
ordination of procurement. Recommend to the IAC plans for 
the procurement of publications in emergency situations . 
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PROBABLE EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED NSCID l 6 
ON '" FOREIGN LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS" 

1. Publications Procurement . The Agency would be expected to 
provide to the State Department, as well as other collectors, the 
guidance needed for the procurement of publications of intelligence 
Interest. This would, of course, require coordination with the 
other collection agencies, i.e., G-2, ONI, APOIN and CIA procurement. 
Such coordination could be done, in part, most effectively through 
the proposed Advisory Committee and some through bilateral consulta- 
tion. 

2. Abs tract ing and Summarizing . The other agencies would not 
be expected to discontinue their present abstracting or summarizing 
service. They would, however, be expected to submit information on 
such activities and consult with CIA before starting any activities 
in order to avoid duplication. Each agency would be expected to 
review and submit or resubmit standing requirements which it wishes 
to levy on CIA. Presumably these would be collated by CIA and 
submitted to the Advisory Committee for its advice regarding 
priorities. These would be subject to review periodically. 

3. Preparation of Bibliographies and Maintenance of Inde x es . 

It is already recognized as a CIA responsibility that its indexes 
should include information on foreign language publications as well 
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as on English materials. By the proposed NSCID the facilities 
of the CIA Library would be open to request for its services by 
the other agencies. On their part the agencies would not be expected 
to discontinue or refrain from developing library facilities to 
meet their own needs. However, it would be expected that a division 
of labor might be achieved, through consultation, which would reduce 
duplication. Also the preparation and dissemination of notifica- 
tions of accessions would be necessary in order that the CIA 
Library could be currently aware of new materials. 

4. Translatio n. The NSCID would not necessarily affect the 
current translating staffs or the work being done by those staffs 
in the other agencies. Undoubtedly CIA would continue to translate 
on request and by agreement, materials in exotic languages and if 
the material would appear to be of interest to more than one agency. 
However, under the injunction to coordinate the translation activities 
of the agencies, there would be a continuation of (and presumably 
improvement in) the coordination currently being effectuated through 
the Consolidated Translation Survey, which includes notice to a 
central desk in CIA when any new translation project is begun. 

5 . Summar y. In general, the proposed NSCID will, upon approval, 
not likely produce any dramatic change in the state of affairs. It 
will, however, place in the statute that which has grown up under 
common practice in the development of CIA and its relations with 

the other agencies; and it would stimulate CIA to make more explicit 

provision in their management for the needs of the IAC community. 
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